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6.   In the negotiations with the said Governments, the
necessity for extremely cautious and unanimous action on
the part of the three Powers must be insisted on, in order,
if possible, to prevent the conflict becoming more acute,
as a European war might result.   At the same time efforts
must be made on our part to prepare France and Great
Britain for the necessity of pursuing to the end an action
once begun in the common interests.
7.   Should this point of view be accepted by all three
Powers and the negotiations in Berlin not lead to the de-
sired result, an understanding must be arrived at as to an
ascending scale in the measures of compulsion:
(a)   A rigid financial boycott of Turkey;
(b)   Should this method fail to produce the required
effect, as in the case of the Adrianople question, the
three Powers might withdraw their representatives from
Constantinople;
(c)   At the same time the Governments of Russia,
France, and Great Britain would acquaint the Porte
with the date fixed for the fulfilment of their demands,
after which the measures of compulsion might begin to
be put into force, with the warning that they would
not be withdrawn until the demands had been complied
with.
8.   Should certain preparatory steps of a military nature,
such as reinforcements of troops in the Caucasus, be neces-
sary to enable us promptly to put measures of compulsion
into effect, it would be desirable to keep these steps as
sepret as possible.   From the political point of view, how-
ever, it is clearly necessary that it shall be possible, after
issuing a threat, should that become necessary, to take
prompt steps to translate the threat into action.303
This memorandum indicates clearly Sazonov's desire, "if
possible, to prevent the conflict becoming more acute, as a
European war might result," but at the same time his
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